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Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
CES TM SEC ad ETT 
Carpets *« Vinyl « Ceramic Tiles 
Pom AN te qo iis feo 


Caversham Aerial Services 
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted. 
Poor Reception? Old aerials? 
Can't get the new digital channels? 
Give us acall - We can help! 
Phone 0118 9673596 
www.caversham-aerials.co.uk 


Thinking of moving? 


For a free valuation or to enquire about 
one of the properties in our varied portfolio 
please contact Richard Beville 


wood lane dentistry vy 


Vikram Chugani BDS MEDS RCSEd MSe 

Jessica Lee ATS \FDS RCS , ' 
Claudia Wellmann RDS MEDS ROSEaRAISe MRD 
Dipesh Kothari BDS MEDS ROSBA an 


» Your local family friandly pragtica — 

* Routine general dentistry 

* Affordable dental plans with Denp a 
* Children seen on the NHS 

* Tooth whitening 

» Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

* Invisable braces 

* Sedation for nérvous patients 


* Free parking 


Now taking on new patients 
saturday and evening appointments available 


@& Denvian 


Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading 
Berkshire RG4 9SJ Telephone 0118 9722626 
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk 


Happy Healthy 


Smiles... 










@ infobeville.co.uk 

@ www beville.co.uk 

t +44 (0)118 924 25 26 

@ 28 Peppard Road 
Sonning Common 
South Oxon RG4 9SU 






Visit our stunning showroom: 
8b Portman Road, Reading RG3O 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
www.elementskitchens.co.ukK 





SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL Oo» ® 


GROVE ROAD Wg @ 
SONNING COMMON oe oo 


01138 972 4760 ok 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 9 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through Q 
play. We have a purpose built building if 
& extensive play garden. 





Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00om 
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm 














The magazine does not start on a happy note this time. The news of the potential closure of 
Chiltern Edge has shocked us all. The first Community page provides an explanation and campaign 
information to save the school. Please register your views. 


Since the last issue there have been two community events which yet again demonstrate 
the strength of residents’ participation in local events. We saw it earlier in the year with the 
campaign against the extra homes on SON 6 that were not in the Neighbourhood Plan. At 
the ‘What makes a Village’ evening, the strength of our community was the main feature of 
the discussions and the On Your Bike ride 2017 attracted the largest number of participants 
and raised the most money so far. 


An opportunity to find out more about the work at Johnson Matthey appears in this 
magazine. Some of this information is revealed in an interview with Dr Liz Rowsell and more 
in an article on the archaeological dig taking place near the original house. 


The library support group FoSCL are running a story competition - try to encourage your 
children and grandchildren to write an entry. The increasing activities in the library are also 
included as well as the summer reading challenge. If parents are looking for a distraction 
to get their children outside and away from their electronic screens there are some local, 
affordable, outdoor sporting activities listed on the Noticeboard. 


| have only mentioned a few of the articles in this issue but 
our regular contributors continue with their interesting reads. 
Articles from new contributors are always welcome. Have a 
good summer. 








JUNE/JULY 2017 
HIGHLIGHTS 


Community news 
en Noticeboard 
13 Jackie’s craft column 
16 Blounts Court 
\/ Interview with Liz Rowsell 
18-19 In Focus/What makes a Village? 
20-21 Slowdive story 
23 Parish news 
24-25 The Edge 
2/ Did you know? 
28 Tom Fort/Cook’s corner 
31 Greenshoots 
32‘: Church news 
33 Butterfly/Green Gym 
34 Diary dates/ Advertisers’ Directory 
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CHILTERN EDGE: $0 MUCH MORE 
THAN JUST A SCHOOL 


Most of you reading this magazine will, by 
now, most likely be aware of the recent 
turn of events surrounding Chiltern Edge 
school due to the extensive media coverage. 
The school has two paths now standing 
before it: the first is that of a bright and 
successful future as an Academy; the 
second that of permanent closure and a 
strong possibility of all its land being sold 
off for housing development. These two 
options can be the only outcomes under the 
current Government policies. 


On the face of it, if the school were to close 
and alternative places at other schools 
could be found for all the students, then it 
would seem things would carry on as 
normal again. Unfortunately, this is far from 
the truth. There would be a very significant 
impact to the students and the whole of 
Sonning Common and surrounding areas. 


In the case of students, based on current 
numbers, there are not enough places in 
the surrounding local schools to 
accommodate them all. Even if there were, 
it would mean either bussing them or 
many more additional car journeys to get 
them to school. This would also make it 
harder for our students to participate in 
after school activities. 


You will no doubt also be aware via the 
Sonning Common Neighbourhood Plan, 
that the village will be expanding its 
housing for the coming years (and this is 
true for Henley, Woodcote, Eye and 
Dunsden, pretty much all towns and 
villages in Oxfordshire) which is expected 
to put further pressure on school places 
provision in the future. The neighbourhood 
plan had at its core the assumption that 
Chiltern Edge would exist as one of the 
central facilities, and this is what the 
village came together, and agreed on, by 
voting to approve the plan. 


The school has for the last 60 years sat at 
the heart of our local village, as 
generations of children and parents have 
come together through the community it 
has generated. In addition to education, 
the school has been a thriving hub for 


Save Our Edge 


Chiltern Edge School 
www.saveouredge.co.uk 





Three steps you can take to fight for the 
future of our community school... 









Consultation Feedback 
Provide your feedback to the OCC 
consultation process by 15"" June 
electronically or in writing. 










Find all the details here: 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/chilternedge [a] 


i | 





Scan me 







Contact Your Politicians... 
Write or email to our local MP and County Councillor to object: 


John Howell MP for Henley 
email: howelljm@parliment.uk 


Rob Wilson MP for Reading East 
email: robwilsonmp@parliament.uk 


Steve Harrod OCC Education Cabinet Member 
email: steve.harrod@oxfordshire.gov.uk 









..and Object To The Closure! 


Chiltern Edge has been a vital part of the community for 60 years. It is home to 
many local organisation and sporting activities, orchestra, dance, youth club, uphol- 
stery, holiday club, cross country, squash, badminton, football for all ages to 
name a few. Also the community joins in fund raisers such as bingo and quiz nights. 









Parents value the smaller community school feel for their children enabling many to 
walk to school or have a short simple bus journey. This is a school where staff ensure 
every child matters. 






There are no immediate places at other suitable schools and requirements will increase 
with the development of the counties building programme and expected bulge years in 
Caversham schools. This makes a sponsored academy vital for the students. 







All local primary schools are full and still growing, therefore Chiltern Edge School needs 
to remain open to service these pupils. 







strongly contribute to the quality of life for 
all residents in the village and surrounding 
area. The loss of the school would leave a 
huge gap that would be difficult to fill and 
our lives would all be the poorer for it. 
Finally, let us not forget the school is an 
important local employer. 


many other community organisations and 
activities which use its facilities. For 
example, there are many local sporting 
activities that use the extensive facilities, 
pitches, courts and fields which cater for 
all ages. There are also many other 
activities that run from the school such as 
dance classes and theatre skills clubs, So, how can we all make our voices heard? 
children’s holiday clubs, youth clubs etc. Follow the three steps and take action. ®@ 


It is this wide range of activities that Save Our Edge Committee 


RECORD RIDER NUMBERS & 
RECORD AMOUNT RAISED! 


On Your Bike raised more than £6,000 
for local good causes this year; more 
than any previous year. 


“It was a stunning turn-out on a beautiful 
spring morning,” said On Your Bike 
founder, Penny Snowden, who cycled 20 
miles again this year. 


“The enthusiasm of all who took part, and 
the fantastic crew who organised, 
marshalled and cooked, ensured it was the 
best event we have ever staged.” 


“Our sponsors and supporters have 
enabled an immense result. “said Penny. “1 
feel truly thrilled that what began 11 years 
ago as a one-off cycle ride for the family, 
has become an annual event, cherished by 
our community.” 


The number of riders hit a record high this 
year, with 599 people cycling one of the 
three 6, 12 or 20 mile long routes, plus 
dozens more little ones joining in the 
playground cycle. The event was attended 
by well over 7OO people in total. 


A GREAT PLEASURE - 


NOT A GHORE 


by Joan Grummant 


Joan Bawden has just retired after nearly fourteen years as a volunteer 
at the Sonning Common Charity Shop for Christian Community Action. 
She started working there two days a week in 2003 and was upgraded 


to supervisor after three years. 


She has seen many changes during her time at the shop and her 
dedication and hard work has encouraged many to join her, including her 
husband John who worked in the Book Room for five years. She has 





seen the shop develop and grow and has 
enjoyed every minute of the challenges 
encountered in the very busy working 
environment. Joan was a familiar and 
much loved figure at the shop and found it 
an ideal place to make friends with 
volunteers and customers. Her fourteen 
years of service was a source of great 
pleasure to her and we hope she enjoys a 
well -earned happy retirement. @ 



























Bronwyn Stoves, who’s 7, has ridden 
numerous times in a child seat or ona 
tag-a-long towed by her Mum or Dad. But 
this year she cycled six miles on her own 
bike for the first time. “It wasn’t that hard,” 
she said, “It was fun.” 


One of the oldest riders, 76 year old, Peter 
Woolsey, was persuaded to take part by 
one of the organisers, Dr Andrew Burnett. 
“It was a gorgeous ride,” said Peter, “and if 
you go cycling, you’re probably less likely 
to need a doctor!” 


One Dad, Christopher Eames, ran the six 
mile route with his daughter, Chloe, 6, 
pedalling along side him. He told us “I ran 
so | could help push her up the hills.” 
Chloe said “It was good. | wanted to beat 
my sister and | did.” 


This year 100% of all entry fees and 
monies raised in 2017 will be shared 
between Sonning Common Primary 
School, Sue Ryder and the Emergency 
Dept at the Royal Berks. @ 


Nikki Hampton 


Many thanks to all the teams who took part in the 
Yo) alaliave m@xe)anlantelamralit-le(-me lelyace)am am [-]celn meV celelale| 

| hosel OMY \\F- 1m c=] 1-10 in ke) am ©) dlaat=1avmexel alee) Me) ce) (=1el ummm Mala 
alalaliare muats 1002) a= OCe) pal=yecjarece) an] e)aljiatemer-lalrecs 
Burnett, Trish Rockell, Chris Bickerton, Steve Rockell, 
Wloy-lam mr-lanlela-lim-lalem-valela-\i am =1elgal-iam 


Results were as follows: Comets 116 points, 


Mongooses 114%, Book Group 112% , On the Tiles 111, 
followed by Two Hoots, Between the Covers, Kelly’s 
Heroes, The Fossils, Antipenultimates, P and O’s, The 
(Oxo) nal ante) al nc=\e) 0) (=m Oxo) aal=\e hiare) mm =i d ce) oof =1-1-k C= -1-9 
Wishful Thinkers, Green’s Gremlins and Jam and 


Jerusalem. @ 


Mel White 
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NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 


Following the demise of the Children’s 
Centre at Chiltern Edge, local health visitors 
are now holding their Baby Clinics in the 
library on Thursdays from 1 - 2.30pm. 

(The library is officially closed between 1 
and 2pm, but the doors are open for those 
with babies, and for anyone who wishes to 
use the library self-service) 


Our gadget sessions on Thursday mornings 
from 10am (for those with queries/ 
problems with lap-tops, Macs, androids and 
Smartphones) are proving increasingly 
popular - it’s a good idea to book a slot in 
advance, to make sure there’s a volunteer 
on hand to help with your particular query: 


phone (0118) 9722448. 


On the 3rd Thursday of every month an 
expert from Age UK visits the library to 
offer help and advice on age-related 
problems - come for a chat! (from 10.45am 
- 12 noon) 


For younger children (under 8s) we have 
storytimes every Saturday morning at 
10am. Our next special storytime will be on 
17 June to celebrate Fathers’ Day. There will 
be acraft session after the storytime, 
aimed at 3 - 8 year olds, and home-made 
cakes will be on sale. 


We have rhymetimes for the under-3s on 
the first and third Mondays of the month at 
10 - 10.30am, run with the help of able 
volunteers. 





The theme of the Summer Reading 
Challenge for children this year is ‘Animal 
Agents’. It will be launched in July, and 
there will be special story sessions with 
crafts and home-made cakes for sale, 
starting at 1Oam every Saturday morning 
in August. 


Our local PCSO Will Pomroy is hoping to 
hold regular ‘Have your say’ drop-in 
sessions at the library on Saturday 
mornings from 10.30am. These are for 
people who have any comments or 
concerns about policing in the locality. 
Check with the library for dates. @ 


Rosemary Dunstan 
Library manager 





SHORT STORY COMPETITION 





Fancy your hand as a writer? Are you the 
next J.K Rowling, Anthony Horowitz or 
Jeff Kinney? 


If you’ve got a great story in your head or 
had a real life adventure, put pen to paper 
and turn your hand to story-telling. 
Friends of Sonning Common Library 
invites all budding young authors to take 
part in a short story competition ona 
topic of your choice. 


Get writing during the summer holidays 
and submit your story by September Ist. 


The competition opens on June Ist and the 
winners will be announced on Saturday the 


14th October. Gift tokens will be presented 
as prizes up to the value of £75 for the 
best stories submitted in three categories: 
Seven and under, Eleven and under and 
Sixteen and under. (Prizes will vary 


depending on the age group) 


Entrants should live or go to school in 
Sonning Common or the local area and 
submit their tyoed stories of no more than 
750 words ATTACHED to an email to 
friendsofsonningcommonlibrary@gmail 
com 


Please indicate your name, age, address 
and telephone number when submitting 
your story. More details can be obtained at 
Sonning Common Library, where 
computers are available for those who 
need them. Please ask a member of staff 
or volunteer for help. 


Friends of Sonning Common Library 
would like to give special thanks to 
Peppard Building Supplies, Sonning 
Common Vauxhall, Bewley Homes and 
Johnson Matthey for agreeing to 
support the competition. © 





FRIENDS of Sonning Common Library 


BEWLEY 


HOMES PLC * 





Sonning @& 
Common 


——— 


Vauxhall vauxnate 
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HALLY ROUND: A NEW AND FREE 





by Joan Grummant 


Rally Round is a new online system that is 
brilliant at creating networks around people 
who need or would like help. It is a really 
useful service for a carer and is backed by 
Oxford Clinical Commisioning Group and 
Carers Oxfordshire. It is free to people living 
in, or caring for someone living in 
Oxfordshire. It brings together carers to help 
their loved ones stay safe and well at home. 


It works by someone, a carer or person 
needing support, creating a network 
around themselves and sharing tasks that 
need doing with people they know and 
trust to help them out. It shares the 
burden that one person may take onasa 
carer and helps prevent burn out. It also 
enables the person who needs support to 
become less isolated and lessens medical 


VILLAGE TREE PLANTING 


The Parish Council Tree Group 
have been planting in the village; 
deciduous apple, elm and cherry 
starting to sprout green leaves and 
the evergreen bushes in the Lea 
Road play area add colour to the 
area more effectively in the 
springtime. @ 


Stan Reed 


THANKS TO ONE STOP STAFF 


or social care support. Some examples of 
its use might be: 


@ Helping with shopping or gardening 


@ Getting to appointments 
@ Changing a light bulb or small jobs 


@ A parent who is ill can organise school 
and activities on less well days 


@ To help plan and support someone 
coming home from hospital and 
aftercare 


@ A visit for a chat and cup of tea. 


We all may need a little extra help at some 
time and this is usually where family or 
friends come in. Rally Round is a simple 
online system that can help. You start by 
inviting trusted friends, family or 
professionals to form a support network. 
They can all add things that need doing, 





During the closure of the Co-op, the staff at One Stop helped me, were 
always polite and friendly and nothing was too much trouble. | was helped by 
Suraj, Frances, DC and Rasif. We are very lucky in Sonning Common to have 
such good staff and well stocked shop. @ 


Barbara Butler 


STOP PRESS ...STOP PRESS ... 


The parish council has temporarily removed two swings from the Baskerville Road play area. 
They will be reinstated once resurfacing work has been completed. 


SUPPORT NETWORK FOR GARERS 


discuss details and volunteer to help. Texts 
and emails enable everyone to know what 
is happening, who is doing what and when 
things are done. The people in the network 
can decide what they can do to help and 
are kept fully informed as to what is 
happening. 


Your local support group meets at FISH in 
Kennylands Road RG4 9JT on the second 
Wednesday of the month from 2 to 
3.50om. Just turn up. 


Rally Round is FREE and getting started is 
easy. Go to www.rallyroundme.com/ 
carersoxfordshire and click ‘get started’. 
Enter your details ‘start a support network’ 
and follow the on screen instructions. If 
you require any further information or 


have any concerns please contact Michelle 
on 01235 849470 or email michelleevans@ 
carersoxfordshire.org.uk @ 


Bluebells nestling in Old Copse 


Unexpectedly, after looking all over 
the nearby woods, | found a small 
swathe of bluebells in Old Copse. They 
are probably not the native species 

- possibly invaders from a nearby 
garden - but nice to see anyway. 


DAVID TYLDESLEY 
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Moores Painting, Decorating & ) . ; HAVING A CLEAR OUT 
General Maintenance Services Beacon. Flooring a oe Maur wel etinns denier B 


Spruce up your Home & Garden! A Family Run Business or oe a's “aN = always keen to buy 
RE eet ert Carpet Wood a Sepeiine aad Clocks, Watches, Instruments, Silver Items, 


*interior/ Exterior Painting, Glossing, Staining. *Wall Paper a : ae eee | . . 
Removal/Hanging. “Damaged Walls/Woodwork Repair. Full contact lens service Walking Canes, Jewellery & Precious Metals 


"Repair & Maintenance of Internal/External Fixtures & Fittings. Karndean Viny! | J oa : ‘ Poke Epece for chilares And All Old & Unusual Items 


*Fences/Sheds Erection & Repair. *Fence, Shed, Decking — Cleaning, Extensive range of 


; a lel an : Hey | , “J designer frames , , Y om 
Staining, Painting. *Garden Clearance/Maintenance Free fitting on carpet orders over £150 a it a ae e lees een HE NLEY ANTIQUES 


We invite you to contact us for a free, no | and Rodenstock lenses 7 Calls by A ‘at t 
obligation quotation. 16 High Street, Goring. 01491 454095 Free parking OuSe LCallS Dy APpointmen 





Call: 01189 722002 or 07595 906940 beaconflooring@aol.co.uk 01 18 947 2099 0118 924 2582 07768 918501 


il: info@ 4 i pds.co. www.beaconflooring.co.uk ny bi k 
Email: info@moorespds.co.uk Web: www.moorespds.co.uk re CLAUREN At, pokiccals rag apindre a prcn ae & Wnts) frednickson @ henleya ntiques.com 


FIRST CHOICE FOR “We turn feelings into ; : Kidbys Sheds 
pine SUPPirs, ~FRE PROFESSIONAL “ths Simply The Best 


28 Kennylands Road —- Sonning Common - Reading 


A Shed Should Be For Life 
| «Competitive Trade e Bricks/Blocks — . 
\ ® 
we Pricing [Aggregates Sizes from 4ft x 3ft Up to 30ft x 2O0ft 
 e Bulk Bags e Trade Shop | ~ 2 - Bespoke doors and window arrangements with building 
—™ Specialist Insulation — « Plenty of Parking . a = colour choices. Fully Insulated Home Offices 
| Stockists e Web Offers! | P | : ; 


Pilates Matwork | Group Reformer ee indian Sandstone Sgt Wo Sy www.kidbys.co.uk 


BarreConcept | Ballet Barre | Yoga Sat Nav “Terms and 7 — ee ee Contact Michael Loades or Peter Kay 
| , ern lia(eyars | nf 1 7 = Tel: 0118 972 3380 


fel) 9)| 
Email: sales@kidbys.co.uk 





Red Kite Electrical 










Top quality electrical work for Sonning 
Common and the South Chilterns since 2006. 
All sizes and types of work undertaken. 







PRPPARD SONOON, 
q SUMMER Pats 


Saturday | 7th June, 2-4pm 
Peppard Common : 

Come and enjoy this family fun day, SG Time 4 Pilates. , ¥ 
with many events and activities for all. cs 


sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
0118 907 1834 


0788 273 7402 
10 Onslow Gardens, Caversham 








Adams Cars 


Want to look and feel qreat!! 
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise 


\i i 
h \ 






| : Your Local Taxi Service 

Pf davis tate Classes in Sonning Common area _ 
Including Ante and Post Natal Taxis - Chauffeurs - Minibuses - Executive Cars 

ALL PROPERTY MATTERS \\\ 

LL Ky {) \y 4 H WW A MY Beginners and Intermediates Theatres / Hospitals / Sporting Events 

A nN \ Vi Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Your local estate agent, a ed eX=Xo) o) (--1 1 {= Lam ede Lalo n Christine Brook ~ Member af Body Control Pilates’ Association 
Ring 07789 717017 oF email chrisgitiMmespilares.co.ub Office: Manor Farm, Peppard Common, RG9 5LA 


| i\\ laondavé y Tueadave / “Thueedavs Rail & Airport Services / Parties / Weddings 
Mh x 
Ki i ah <( \\ WN \\ ( Al ' IA) \\ WP Wye ia Private sessions also available 0118 966 4000 
Contact Davis Tate on 01491 412345 or henley@davistate.com absite ak www.timedpilates.co.uk www.adams-cars.com  info@adams-cars.com 
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NDENIABLY 


PODIATRY 


EXPERT HELP AND FOOT CARE FOR: 


eauty 


Chiltern 





U 





® Corns and calluses ®@ Cracked Heels ® Toenail 
problems ® Verrucae ®@ Foot pain (including 
heel and ball of the foot pain) ®@ Foot infections 
® Bunions ® Hammer toes ® Orthotics 


® Clearanail™ treatment for fungal toenails 
® Nail surgery for ingrowing toenails 


1 x clean empty juice carton 


Highly Qualified HCPC (Health and Care Professions " ADDIE 3 apy F iS 


Council) Registered Podiatrist (Chiropodist) 


For Appointments Tel 0118 9572102 
Fawley Surgery 
12 Coley Avenue 
Reading RG1 6LQ 
www.undeniably-podiatry.co.uk 
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Family Hairdressing 


any age & any style 


or and allin the comfort of your 
own home...... 


Ring Maureen on 


0118 972 1074 


sonning Common Pet Care 
At Home Pet Care 
when you are on holiday or at work 


Cats 


- 
“fs 


Small Pets 


Dog Walking 


Puppy Visits 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7787 114536 















Fed up with Iimescale? 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 
0118 972 3773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 


www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 









DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 


CHANGED OR UPGRADED (es3621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS« BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 


ALL AREAS COVERED p CALL OUT SERVICE 
| PULL WEMHBER 
149] 680716 = > OF BRITISH 


Se. oe, Sea 
CRESTWELLAOUSE BSS 
Keech Lane, ROS UPA @ Woodcote Sr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S.,). BONNER 








Felt tipped pen 
Scissors 

Hole punch 
Paint 
Paintbrush 

PVA glue 
Sticks/twigs 
Embellishments 
String/ribbon 
Bird seed 


1) Using the felt tipped pen, mark the position of two holes at the top 
of the carton - you will thread the string through these holes to 
hang your bird feeder. You will also need to draw an opening so the 
birds can reach the food. 

2) Use the hole punch to make the holes at the top of the carton. 
Ask an adult to help you cut the opening out of the carton. 

3) Mix the paint with PVA glue - this will help it to stick to the shiny 
surface of the carton. Alternatively you can cover the carton with 
coloured paper or sticky back plastic. 

4) Paint the carton in your chosen colour. You may need more than 
one coat of paint, allow the carton to dry before applying the next 
layer of paint. 

5) When the carton is dry, stick the twigs/branches along the top of 
the carton to create a roof. 

6) Decorate the bird feeder with your embellishments, buttons, beads, 
gems, use your imagination! 

1) Ask an adult to make a hole just below the opening of the bird 
feeder. Glue a stick into the hole so the birds can use it as a perch. 

8) Tie a piece of string/ribbon through the holes at the top of the 
feeder. 

9) Fill your bird feeder with bird seed. 

10) Hang your bird feeder from a tree in your garden and watch as 
your feathers visitors arrive. 








[/ cuRTAINS, \\ 
|// BLINDS, PELMETS) 
/ TIE BACKS ETC. 


ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 0007 


Kennylands Gymnastics 
(formally Thames Valley 
Gymnastics Club) offer 
a range of classes for 
boys and girls of all 
ages. Classes cater 
for preschool, recreation, 
freestyle gymnastics as well 
as competitive gymnastics for those who 
express the talent and desire. Parties are 
also available on weekends and we even 
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to 
have a go themselves. 


Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics 

Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF 
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905 

E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com 
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TREE CARE 


- All Aspects of Tree Surgery 
a a (=Yo(e(- Orsi atiare, 

Psy ielealemCialaceliale| 

- Private and Commercial 


0118 9721003 07813 586735 
info@heightstreecare.co.uk 
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WE UNDERTAKE ALL TYPES 
OF BUILDING WORK 


x ase 
DING EXTENSIONS 


DING RENOVATION 


Wa 
OER AM AXS " 


sem & INSTALLATIONS 


"WWW .AMAXE .CO.UK ® 





Ej www.facebook.comn/AMAXS 


Tel: 01189 724 794 Mob: 0784 068 1057 — 


E: info@amaxs.co.uk 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
Decorating - inside and out 
Paper Hanging 
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 
Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560 


Graham Blake 


soft furnishing 


Loose Covers 
Curtains Quilted Bedspreads 


Conservatory Blinds 


Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles 
Carpets Plantation Shutters 


TEN YEAR GUARANTEE 
For personal, helpful service, please telephone 


01844 261 769 
07802 213 381 
www.grahamblake.com 
Established Family Business 





BRIDGES 


Independent Estate Agents 


If youre considering selling, or are 
simply curious about the value 

of your property, contact Briages 
fora free market appraisal 


We continue to experience a high demand for 
all types of property in Sonning Common and 
surrounding villages. Situated within the heart 
of Caversham we have an extensive database 


brimming with prospective buyers searching for 
homes in your area. 


For your convenience we're available for 
evening and weekend appointments, and 
look forward to hearing from you. 
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1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA 
Email post@bridgesproperty.co.uk 





2121 


a. 


www, brdgesproperty co.uk 
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0118 946 2121 
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py ROS VARNES 


PhD graduate Dr Rowsell joined the 
company 24 years ago and worked 

in biomedical research before rising 
through the international company’s 
ranks to become the first female 
director of Johnson Matthey corporate 
R&D (research & develooment) in 2014. 


She commutes daily from her home in 
South West London to spend her days 
in the tranquil and airy surrounds of 
the eight-acre Blounts Court Road site, 
which is home to Johnson Matthey’s 
largest corporate research and 
development centre. 


The site comprises the Blounts Court 
manor house - the business and 
administration centre - four laboratory 
blocks and a restaurant where the staff 
all eat together, every day. 


Around 270 people work for Johnson 
Matthey in Sonning Common, one 

of the company’s four corporate 
technology centres. Together with 
the company’s business sector R&D 
community, there are a total of 1,600 
research and development scientists. 


Dr Rowsell explains: “A lot of what 

we do is to develop new technologies 
based on clever chemistry. We then 
apply that to a whole range of markets 


OR LIZ ROWSELL 


to enhance life, improve health and 
protect the environment.” 


World-wide Johnson Matthey currently 
employs 13,000 people who support 

a wide range of global industries, 
including the automotive, medical/ 
pharmaceutical, chemical, recycling and 
oil and gas industries. 


The company is a world leader in the 
develooment and manufacture of 
catalysts to control harmful emissions 
from car exhausts and in the production 
of metal-based drugs and components 
for medical devices such as pacemakers 
and hearing devices. 


Two-hundred-years-old this year, 
Johnson Matthey continues to be an 
expert in refining precious metals. 

It develops technologies and runs 
facilities to recycle and manage 
precious materials including platinum. 


Percival Johnson founded the company 
in London on the morning of 1 January 
1817 and got married that afternoon! 

In 1851 George Matthey joined the 
company and in 1852 Johnson Matthey 
was appointed the official assayer and 
refiner to the Bank of England. 


In 1926 the company devised a process 
for extracting and refining platinum 
group metals. From its beginnings 

in London, the company underwent 
significant growth during the 1950s 
and 1960s, expanding its research/ 
development and manufacturing 
business into international markets. 


In 1975, 42 years ago, Johnson 
Matthey’s technology centre moved 





from Wembley to Sonning Common. 
According to Dr Rowsell, the village is 
ideally placed to host this important 
research and development centre with 
its good transport links to Heathrow, 
London and Oxford. 


Says Dr Rowsell: “A lot of our scientists 
come from the local community but 
one-third of our employees are non-UK 
nationals, the majority of whom are 
from mainland Europe but also from 
the USA, Africa, China and India. | truly 
believe diversity of the workforce is 
great for innovation. 


“This job is so good because | am 
working with scientists of all ages, 
from different disciplines and cultures 
and we are making a difference to real 
people.” 
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The answer was the Community. 

a Balm Chm salem celere Mr-lale met(-t-] am aal-s-s-t-1e[-) 
iice)aamanle)c-Mm dalam elem c-s-J(el-a) sme) i 

Tol alaliate mOColanlaaelamudatem-iax-vale(-\emrs 

ro FRYod Uh} fo)aMm=\Z-Val are Mla dar-malitele (= 

hall in April 2017 organised by the 
magazine committee. 


Colleen Paviour, who inspired the SC 

IM rele to valalsmexe)aalaaliaas\-mnom el-lelqimalsm-lalael ay 
orohVomd alome) Ola allalemalelelaaisiomeel alo me(= 1101 gl elare| 
her arrival into the village from Barnes 

TAMA {=ts14m We) ale (oa nat=).<elat-lalel ale mom e)l-lex> 
which called itself a village for a real one, 
and how she soon found friends and a 
welcome. 


She then handed over to Tom Fort local 
author and well known Parish Councillor 
who talked about the social history 

of life since Roman Times. He chose 

to focus on the very different life of 

the people in villages 1OOO years ago 

ama aalcwe ©) diaaliahsmexe)areliace)atcema alow t-[e1 exe) 

rT aaleksi=)aalsyalacwne alown acto [0(-lalmmelicieleln-cm-l are, 
WAT) [=] aleXears || Ike Kolel el aal-laln=vomiamualsmaat-larelal-] 
records. He pointed out that historically 
the purpose of the village was to service 
the land. But after WW11 agriculture 
required far fewer workers, and villages 
tended to be taken over by the middle 
classes. The great difference was that 
they chose village life, whereas in the 


PHOTOS BY: Tilly Lawson 
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past there had been no choice. 


Tal alism elole).al als we(=ss1e1 a] ol=1cmele)alalialem elaalaateyal 
oIsmU alae aatcla.cclelismelalem(clel.dlaremiameliciaiareideaP 
BW alclaomslacm aren olelieliateisme)m-laeialin-veinelas) 
anl=lalemale)arelelnar-valu(ersl | \arclalel(s)almehV2)illalelsy 
AOMVAli (cle lomelac\sla Mes mielaleis(elar-]meialelceia 
behind a car repair workshop; a pond 

[are mm hele lo)alaat-j are) axelamualsmolelas) dlancm-lale male) 
picturesque cricket ground. “in short there 
Ksmarolsaliarcmiamerevalaliarcm@xe)aalastelamielauan.| 
detour to look at”. 


Nato M\{-1an 4 alom=).4el-]a\s}(e)ae)mnd alo alelUlsi>som [almaal=) 
60’s with the building of estates has led 

to many of those residents remaining in 
this unremarkable place. So what is it that 
ats Isl <=) ©) WW aL@}s{=0l O1=10) ©) (= MTOM-10 (01-10 mom Nala 
“Village that never was” by Fred Richens. 
O-NYelitele) (=mreolan elelaeiatcisicmiamealsmlleleclavar 


The panel of six recruited for this event, 
iu golanirs i aal).axe)mual=m ele) eel (-lule)ammer-\.-mnalaii4 
views about what makes a village. 


“We feel we count”. “Have a network 

of friends linked to the village”. “SC 

ats Isiel ato] ale [sie its iow el-10) 0) (-Mom=).4 el-\eir-]m[e) als 

(ol ats) ale [=n re [olelom e)(-(e\-m kom aulam-|colelale 

the countryside”. “This is a really thriving 
community with a heart and a spirit”. “It 
made me realise that SC is quite unique. It 
has everything most of us need and many 
areas where people can get involved with 
lal=\ vars ale i=).<erld | ale ©)e)(=.erncm imme al>\"AnV\\-) 01 ake me 


The discussion was then opened to the 
audience and their views sought. The 
strongest message was that it is not the 
ole roliatessme) all aluaslsia au lei) a-muatcium eat) .¢-1s 

1S] Ou 010] nd al= Ws Ol=10) ©) (= Malan ic ere)anlaalelaliay, 
and that is its strength. For example it 
was Stated that the myth of the English 
as unfriendly, a national characteristic, 

sw ale) em ole) a al=mele lum o)and alow el-1e) 0) [=m\alem Ih> 
here. The bus service is important, the 

SJ ale) okcmrs | ale ma alow endl (omexelU ald as}(e(-eem isto] iaa 
walks and Green Gym, now national 
movements were started here. One 
person said she had drawn up alist of 14 
items she wished to find when she moved 
(ol0 | axe) mm Exo) alole)amr-)avemelal\yarslOu aal-iar-lime)i 
her criteria. There were comments about 
the number of volunteers for all sorts 

of causes, and although many are of a 
certain age, it is easy for those who wish 
to become involved. The time given and 
the support is extensive and remarkable. 
People are friendly they smile and most 
are considerate drivers, despite the 
challenges of Wood Lane. 


There was a shared sadness that this 
lovely place has become so expensive. 
To purchase a home is almost impossible 
Ke) @avLele ale ml e\=1e) ©)(=m-]alemaal-melal hare) ©)ule)al 
seems to be to start off with a shared 
equity property. 


| attempted to draw the evening 
{ois} (0) a KOM~ eco)alellUlo)am lal acialelas 
points. For me it is imperative 

that we remain as a settlement 
surrounded by fields - a village. Born 
RA MAVAY Less) a Mo) avolo)amaanvanlalualalsi-melicil.<-me)s 
S10] 010) 4 e)t- i=] ale mu al-m-lalel (som [e)al-re mele) 
places with different names but no 
(olink=)az)ales] ©) el=v=1a-] aleXsm cm lalelaclialsxem ial 
my psyche. The second is that the 
fantcle to P4lalomsmualsmnce)(Xcwme)maalsmvali(slel> 
slalom lalelastois ale) Nand alsurol ela ale) acmia ale) 
appear in it are those residents who 
are short of time, working most of it, 
olUl mole aatsl.<omcilelalinters)alaee)alnalelelurelals 
which illuminate the lives of interesting 
elaremerolaalaaliaasvemlarelhv(el0r-] \cam Mal=\am aaron, 
have no time to volunteer but they 
Tole me |arelaalqlareliaalqlalsielamuemaal-maveller> 
o) mi Galsmvall(-lelowmaalsmantclel-P4lal-ammaliaei nh’, 
KSmdalomeotatclils)alel-me)mualsmal-\ivmalelersiiale 
(of=\V{=1ke) e)aal-al ecm ualcelamulimexsmeleliis 
around the edges of the settlement. 
aKo)aam lam alismacysist-) aeiai=laal elarciisiqvem sare 
(late) i(syalel=melmlalesyelasldlate mar=\,ee)aal=lacr 
especially those who are housed on 
the perimeters and it will be incumbent 
Ul exo) ame ices} | KOM nate] .(omo mee) acie(=)c-leli= 
effort to make them welcome. 


The magazine can play a part but so 
anle lola nate) icmals\-\e(=\em-) arom dal icmicmalala>) 
(Xo) (=1>)aleci-] an alo wcie>) aloo] a malom olqcellalaliale 


WHAT MAKES A VILLAGE? 


of the evening. It is very hard being 
new in an area and that smile, friendly 
face and cup of tea can make a 
olin) a=) alexcvan Mro}siam ©lU jum alo)em (-\-|simmelalo me) 

id alom ol=Jal=)nlacme) ms lamsy.4er-lalellalemvalitclel= 
will be the acquisition of a recreation 
ground upon Memorial Hall Field 

on Reade’s Lane. There are many 
yell ai are mle (=tosmnlerolalalemeaelelalem-lelelele 
Wid als lem aalce] alam olsmerolariuaUleik=\om-lalemiiial(orn 
sports might be incorporated. But 
one thing is for sure the revival of the 
Village Day in some form will be re- 
enacted there. 


Tamexe) ate |Ulsj(elanm MUlsiomd alow eley-)eamualclamrolaa 
Takei lerol=\e m=] ann al=m=lale me) im alicm olele) .¢ 


Between the woods in folded hands 
My accidental village stands, 
Untidily and with an air 

Of wondering who left it there 

by AA Milne 


If anyone should wish to purchase 
Foxe) eae) mm Ko) an e-m olele) am Mal-malit-le[=) 
News’ it is available at the Bell 
leXexe).4-Jale) OMI aM m(=val(=\'A 


At the start of the evening a Trivia 
quiz was on the chairs which acted 
as an ice breaker as pairs tried to 

answer the questions (SEE RIGHT). 


. Komurakai is Sonning Common’s 30-yr 


old judo club. What does “Komurakai” 
mean in Japanese? 


meslaatsli mts) aare) 4 


. Break balance and throw 


msl aatcllMVAlitslere 


. In a 1874 census of the Ecclesiastical 
=r] ap Mey o@lelnalelc-m tale mm selalalialemecoyanliirela 
had: 


. 48 adults, 42 children 


iu loms(e|UlLusHeCPAnel ali telaia 


yy are(ol0| lace tome alilolasia 


. In his 1965 survey of South Oxfordshire, 
Landscape of Distress, Viscount Esher 
for= 11 Ko) alal lave meCo)miliitelar 


. ‘the village that never was” 


. “the most important no-place in South 
(O) <olaie 


. “a dull, unattractive village of cottages & 


incl aaaltclare ie 


. From 1911-1929, villagers needing a fast 
dd lemxom o<-t-lellale mi celel(emer-|i mela Mm anlcoun mire) e1-) 
& trap taxi service: 


mvlolalameianlisan arom melesi-m mpy44i-ma Bal- ei hValale 


Miclacy 
. John Pound and Flying Fillie 


. Peter French and Fleet ‘The Jiffy Swift’ 


. Buses started in Sonning Common 


before what year? 


Piss) 


, 19850 


. 1914 


ma’ "(olete | t=] ave cet-(e Mm f= me) pl mer-1 | (-Xe b 


m@)colats|comncela 


a (oko a re] al) 


. Hounds Lane 


. When it opened in 1913 the village 


rXod Tole) Miami ge)'{-m .cey-le mc -me) alellarclinmersli(-\eh 


al alo =AYor~ [ale mm BJU lalsvol=lamere)alaliarom@re)aalaatola 


(role laiavasiel alere) 
mu 4e|a ale) a-m =i ale ar) aisialecreraleye) 


mctolalaliaremexelanlaatelam oc-laisialereraleye) 


mss Lom km alol ar Mednt-]c-(eak-) melmte)alaliate| 


Common’s past? 


. Moses ‘Tinker’ Moring’ - wore a long white 


Jaa lelel ara] ale Mel g@)\.om- me lelal.<-\\aer~] a mest>) | ale) 
kettles and saucepans 

. Tunbridge ‘Tunny’ Wells - 4ft1Oin tall, bow- 
legged, wore eye patch and kept whippets 


. Crutchy Pither - had wooden leg and 


pedalled fixed wheel bike with the other 


Ms Bal c=\-Wolelave|a-xem'/-t-]e-m-lelem-Teyalaliate, 
Common was spelt? 


meslelalaliaremece)anlaatela 


meslelalal=\\,amere)aalaarela 


meslelalanaare(smexelanlanrela 


som sid aM ei me el ale (=) ae 0OlOM ole) oli l-meyelalaliate| 


Common Primary: 


a. iS an average sized school for South 


(Op arelae alias 


ovm smd al oil] £0 [23>] ciel alele) ml acrole dam @> 4ielgelsjalla= 
c. is the second largest school in South 


(@)are)aelialias 
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This is a story of humble musical 
beginnings in Sonning Common, 
success, disappointment and rebirth... 


Music has always figured large for us. | 
first met Val whilst playing in a jazz band 
at her 21st. Back then in the 60s we 
enjoyed jazz, folk, the singer songwriters 
and soft rock. Now in our 7Os we still 
enjoy concerts, gigs and music festivals. 


In 1986 two fifteen year olds, our 
daughter Rachel Goswell, and Neil 
Halstead, who had known each other 
since attending Grove Road Primary 
school, formed a band. 





Ce 


eoereecec eee e eee e eee eee eee eee eee: 


ior) : 


They rehearsed at Chiltern Edge Youth 
Wing. At first called the Pumpkin Fairies 
they began to play in pubs and small 
venues. Later renamed Slowdive and 
joined by Reading based Christian Savill 
guitar, Nick Chaplin bass and Simon 
Scott drums, they signed a recording 
contract with revered Indie record label 
Creation Records. Slowdive quickly 
became darlings of the music press, 
Melody Maker and NME. 





Indie, is a term applied to alternative 
popular music, the sort you hear on BBC 
Radio 6 Music. The Indie or Independent 
music scene started in the 70s when 
Rough Trade Records appeared. Back 
then music was dominated by the 

big record companies like Decca and 
Parlophone, there was no way in for non 
mainstream artists who were popular 
with music fans. Rough Trade nurtured 
the Indie scene, particularly Punk, selling 
records from their own stores. 


| taught Rachel to 
play guitar by ear 
at age 7, she was a 
natural musician who 
loved to perform on 
stage. | remember 





VE 


watching her with her guitar aged 8 at 
Grove Road Primary in front of hundreds 
of parents and later singing with her 
friend Miriam Honor as half a Bucks 

Fizz tribute duo complete with the ‘rip 
off’ skirts! These experiences obviously 
made a deep impression on Rachel. Our 
enquiries as to what she wanted to be 
when she grew up were always met with 
“oop singer!”. One day | replied “if that’s 
what you want, then do something 
about it”. So, Rachel put an Ad aimed to 
get a band together on Chiltern Edge 
noticeboard and that’s how it started. 

In Neil’s household only Classical 

music was allowed. Despite that, in his 
bedroom Neil evolved into what Time 
Out magazine once described as “one of 
Britain’s best young songwriters”. 





At first Slowdive were the darlings 
of the music press with radio and TV 
appearances including the obligatory 
‘Peel Session’. They released three 
studio albums and various EP’s touring 
Europe and the USA many 
times. Slowdive 
were the original 
‘Shoegazers’. 
Shoegaze is a 
term applied to 


Bcc ec ececeec eee eee eee ese eee eee see eee eee eee 


Slowdive because on stage they used 
to constantly stare at the many guitar 
effects pedals used to create their wall 
of sound. It has since been applied to 
other bands of a similar ilk. Once a term 
of derision the sound of Shoegaze is 
overwhelmingly loud, with vocals and 
melodies almost disappearing into walls 
of guitars, creating a wash of sound 
where no instrument is distinguishable 
from the other. Nevertheless, Slowdive’s 
sound is pleasantly melodic and often 
calming to lose yourself in. Quite 
different to run of the mill conventional 
pop music. 


Then, as so often with the music press 
at that time, after building you up, the 
press enjoyed slapping you down. After 
a meteoric rise the band's final death 
blow came four years later in 1995 with 
the rise of less challenging brasher 
Britpop and Grunge. Memorable quotes 
were from Ritchey of the Manic Street 
Preachers who said “Slowdive are worse 
than Hitler” and a sour NME journalist 
wrote that their Souvlaki album (now 
widely regarded as a masterpiece) was 
like drowning in a bowl of porridge! The 
press mattered, Creation dropped them. 


Undaunted, Rachel and Neil continued 
their musical journey reforming as 
Mojave 3 an alt country band producing 
5 albums signed to the 4AD record 
label. Rachel now living in London 

had a little boy Jesse, who was born 
with CHARGE syndrome, later moving 
to Exeter to be near the Exeter Deaf 
Academy. Neil relocated to Newquay to 
oursue his love of surfing and travelled 
all over the world singing his own brand 
of folksy music. 


Then in 2014 after 20 years of seeming 
oblivion something unexpected 
happened - out of the blue an 
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international alternative music promoter 
offered a very large sum to tempt the 
now defunct Slowdive to reform and 
play at the Primavera Sound music 
festival in Barcelona. In that 20 year 
gap, largely unknown to the band, 
Slowdive’s music had slowly been 
gaining a new audience and influencing 
many contemporary bands. The news 
of a possible Slowdive revival swept 
across the world’s social media and 
fans clamoured to see the band whose 
unique ‘Shoegaze’ sound they loved, 
but believed they would never hear live. 
There was a widespread feeling that 
Slowdive had been treated very unfairly 
back in the 90s. This time it was the 
fans, old and new rather than the press 
speaking. The musical press has been 
largely emasculated, they no longer 
form opinions, fans on social media do. 


A warm up gig was planned at London’s 
Village Underground venue. All 800 
tickets sold out in less than a minute. 
Some of the audience travelled from 
distant parts of Europe the Americas 
and Japan. At Primavera the 25,000 
strong audience delivered a rapturous 
welcome. Online revues stoked demand 
to see the band no one thought they 
would ever see live. A staggering 44 
gigs and festivals followed in 2014. 
USA, Canada, practically every major 
European Country, Japan, China, 
Taiwan Singapore. A large section of 
the audience is now young people who 
weren't even born when Slowdive were 
around back in the early 90’s. 


After that first hectic year a breathing 
space ensued with fewer live 
appearances, giving Neil, Rachel and 
the band time to produce a new album 
after 22 years. This, like their original 
albums it was recorded at the Courtyard 
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Studio Sutton Courtney. The new 
album, ‘Slowdive’ was released on 5th 
May. Dozens of appearances gigs and 
festivals will happen in 2017, Europe 
North and South America, Asia and 
Australasia with London’s Roundhouse 
pencilled in. Slowdive are back and this 
time it’s the fans who are in charge. 


To watch a Pitchfork produced film 
about Slowdive which features their 
early days in Sonning Common, 
search Youtube for ‘Slowdive - 
Souvlaki - Pitchfork Classic’. You will 
also find videos of many of their songs 
and appearances. The titled ones are 
the best. 


| know that Slowdive'’s story is not 
the only musical journey that started 
in Sonning Common, let’s hear some 
more...? 


Alan Goswell 


SLOWDIVE’S AMAZING COMEBACK 


What does one say about going to a concert 
to see one of the bands that altered how 
you understand music forever? As a person 
who writes about music and attempts to 
be as professional as possible, it is almost 
impossible not to gush having experienced 
a transformative moment like seeing 
Slowdive live for the first time. It was like 
an out of body experience, standing there, 
hearing it all, and seeing them play in front 
of you. Finally. A band you never thought 
you would get to see live because they had 
broken up long ago. That moment that 
every music fan dreams of and savors. 
That moment when THAT band is on the 
stage, playing, and they are as good and 

as amazing as you ever imagined in your 
wildest dreams. I gush, but I think, in 

this instance, the gushing is genuine and 
appropriate. Slowdive are, at the end of the 
day, one of the best live bands I have ever 
been privileged to witness. 


The Guardian 30 March 2017 
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Parish news 


Computer repairs 


Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating, 
Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 





Specialist in home-user & small business support: 
Virus removal, slow computer, data backup, 
data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis 





All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work 


Property Management & Lettings 


Over 10 years experience 





Please call Roger on O7752 759908 


Cc) Set invan idyllic village locatign, our amall, friendly 
Ya a “fy pre-school creates a very apecial environment 
5 =i for children pulded by a team of highly qual ited, 
= an 1 OS canng Staff. Please Contact us for detalls 
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With excellent links to Kidimore End 
Primary School and only 5 minutes 
from Caversham, Sonning Common, 
Paopand and Emmner Creer, 
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Whatever you want 


to store... 


...for whatever reason - house sale and 
purchase not coinciding, travelling, house 
building work, paperwork overload or just 
“de-cluttering” to sell your house more 
quickly - we offer a friendly and flexible 
service at Shiplake. 


With competitive rates, secure 
storage all on one level and 
hassle free 24/7 access, 


contact us now! € 
ot 
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BARN 
STORE 


Only 10 minutes 
drive from 
Sonning Common 
in Shiplake 








HIGH-SECURITY STORAGE 


01189 404163 


www.barn-store.co.uk 











0 0759 898 3292 [<] jason@millwardit.co.uk 


millwardit.co.uk 


Laurence Hansen 


Household and Property Services 


Carpentry, Plumbing & Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Concrete & Brickwork 

Fences, Sheds & Greenhouses 
Irrigation systems 

Projects & Repairs 


07792 477784 info@thewoods.myzen.co.uk 


Wood View, Reades Lane, Gallowstree Common 





We have been bading in the village for 
over 60 years 
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Wie hawe od fachioned friendly Service 


We can't stock everything bat we can 
get oaost things for your pet! 


We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


(OME AN DSEE US Tt 


www.petcountrysu lies.co.uk 


SAVE MONEY WITH 


CHECK OUT 
THE MONTHLY 
OFFERS AT 
OUR SHOP 
OR 
WEBSITE 





NO HOUSEHOLD RUBBISH IN VILLAGE BINS PLEASE 


SUPPORT FOR CHILTERN EDGE 


PLEASE GUT BACK HEDGES 


NEW HOUSING TARGET 1S DISPUTED 


The minimum zone 
that must be kept 
clear. 


Your actual 
boundary line 


- the whole 
footpath should 
be kept clear. 
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Hi guys! It’s me Olivia again!! Today | am going to be 
talking about two things, one is super cute and the 
other is kind of creepy... Let’s begin! 


So, thing number one is that over the past couple of weeks, my mum 
and | have been volunteering at a dog rescue centre in Stokenchurch. 
Basically, a dog rescue centre is a place where dogs who have not got 

a home, go to live. Some are fostered for a period of time while others 
are properly adopted. My part in all of this? | spend my Sunday mornings 
walking the dogs in the home! Anyone can walk them (as long as you're 
with an adult over 18) and you can choose from many dogs, last week, 

| walked Louis; a Chihuahua mix. He was honestly the cutest thing ever 
and the best news is Louis is moving into a wonderful home soon! 


lf you want to find out more, visit this website: 
stokenchurchdogrescue.org.uk 


Thing number two isn’t so cute... I've been reading online 
about this conspiracy theory known as the Mandela Effect. The idea 

is that there are some book names, song lyrics, historical dates and 
other examples that everyone thought was one thing but actually it was 
another. 


Example: You guys know Snow White right? “Mirror, mirror on 

the wall”? Well, according to this theory this iconic phrase has 

actually always been “Magic mirror on the wall”. At first | was pretty 
apprehensive about this but | searched up that classic scene on YouTube 
and sure enough it said “Magic mirror on the wall”. Maybe someone 
just changed the words and uploaded it but 


Here’s another example: There’s that legendary scene in Star Wats: The 


Empire Strikes Back where Darth Vader says “Luke, | am your father’, = 


well it's not those exact words, he actually, Says “No, | am your father”. 
Mind. Blown. It turns out that tt there, aresso many films and books out \ 
there caught up in this “Mandela Effect”! . 


People think that it's because Tha pe a paral universe Wiee seting ¢ 
is nearly identical and some things get Mixed up and swapped around 
every so often. This part | don’t believe but it’s still wate Bicresiiat ing t 
think about! 


By definition, a bucket list is a number of 
experiences or achievements that a person 
hopes to have or accomplish during their 
lifetime. The term, ‘bucket list’, originates 
from the phrase, ‘kick the bucket’, which 
means to die, so it is basically a list of 
things to do before you die. 


Over the past few years bucket lists 
have become increasingly popular as 
esto) ©) [=m el=te] la mnemi|.<-mualsmlelst-me)mct-14 01 ale) 
fo fey) ism-] are ms) ele) alts] alsvelercmelaalelialelatcmuarcle 
VALI Maatel.<ome aloli au likomaalelacmslalareralsvem-jare, 
exciting. | can completely relate to this, 
as | would really love to experience the 
wondrous aspects of the world and live 
life to the full. 


a al=la-u owls alee [=m aslale[=me)me |iur-vaz)alanualialels 
that you can put on bucket list. 
However, a popular idea Is travelling. 

NVA aloud al slau eesw ef-lel.4el-lel di ale ma) elelare ma ala 
world, or, soontaneously flying to any 
gel alolo)aa Ws) ole) axe) amu al=maal-] on™ el=1e) e) (=) lowerto 
travel. | mean, who doesn’t want to 


experience proper six-foot high snov | 
and live in an igloo, or visit ronald 
a 


luxurious islands where thetys never 


cloud to be seen. 


Here | have few ideas of what you could 
put on your bucket list: 


AR Go skiing 

@ ex-Vace)daim-me-laleColaam-(oimelm Culelal-v 
a Fall in love 

a M=¥-] ga = oll) me telatelerele l=) 

@ Conquer your biggest fear 

@ Gain enlightenment 

@ (Crome) am: macy-lem idle) 

@ IVI Ce MYolUl ame la=t-linmicediil= 

@ Climb a mountain 

@ Befriend a stranger 


a Walk up the stairs of the Eiffel 
tower 


@ See the Northern Lights 
@ ‘CTom-in-]aet-P4lale me) al-walle lal: 


@ Bid=).@selaelelc|amaal-WVael-74e)0) 
rainforest 


@ Travelaround the world 


@ Try being a vegetarian for a 
month 


@ Swim in a naturally-heated 
Yo) Kor=] a} (om eLoxe) Milam (ec-)t-) ale, 


Of course, you may find that some of 
these ideas are either incredibly hard to 
achieve or are very time-consuming, 

ViVA aol alm aatohVanlalel=\ove mi ol= i al-] ge Mi mVoll malohVicir> 
0] lead i aalsce) ommelall (elaa)aie) at-1a-m OLUISh\/ 
studying. However, some of these 
things are simple and easy to achieve; 
it’s just a matter of whether you have 
the nerve to do it. 


| also have a few examples of other 
fex=Xe) ©) (=Mcm olU [el .<-sem | c1usPan | alellU lel laleme)al-me)i 
the.craziest bucket lists and one of the 
ue (@Jalsmeollam elessin=1e s1e)pal-me)mal=l6 

zy bucket list ideas and they 
lated lUle (ate maer-ler-me I hom valaamelacyole 
white sharks, 
skydive, soend a 
or Waele al-arel nae 
Site alemn=>.4ele)alsvares) 


zero gravity, fly in an aerobatic plane, 
chase a tornado, walk on hot coals, 

id 1 €@) Varo Ke fo] ake) aM al=maal-] em-|aremelomual-lacy 
as well as many more. Personally, | 
would like to try the last one as it 
sounds like great fun. Some of the 
others seem quite scary! 


Another person posted a bucket list 
with several ridiculous ideas on it 
including: get in a taxi and yell, “follow 
that car!”, browse a fancy shop walking 
backwards, hit somebody over the head 
ViVAle airs nN AVA ale el- lane oldlalom-melal-liaulalxemela 
elevator to sit there reading while 
people get on and off, and lastly fill a 
aatshY.elalalclsicwicl@aalsam’sclallitcin cele lelamr-lale, 
‘Yo } ni als O10) ©) | ons Mu lalemualicm| aml arela-velle)h\, 
amusing bucket list, and would like to 
{olomcre) aaloia aliare mm ii.<ome alismats]e)elcvamia 

felele) iter 


Well, | hope this article might’ve given 
Wiole sro) a a=mlals)elig-la(e)amcem elelilomielelaxeli ial 
bucket list as | believe it would really 
give you an overall sense of fulfilment 
and joy in life. © 





MIKE DOCKREE 
WINDOWS 


We provide and fit 
-Windows 
-Doors 
-Conservatories 
In a colour of your choice and also 
-replace misty and damaged glass 
-hinges, handles and locks 
We can also give your conservatory roof an 
upgrade both in material and colour. 





We also provide 
and fit: 


=-Fascia 
-Soffits 
-Guttering =e : - * 
-Cladding _— —" 


Our windows and conservatories come with a 
comprehensive 10 year guarantee, full 
independent inspection with all certificates 


Mike Dockree has over 30 years’ experience 
For your free quotation 
Ring: 01189724376 
or 07785928190 
Email: mad@windows2002.fsnet.co.uk 


10% discount on windows & doors 
when you quote MAD2017 





py DIANA PEARMAN 


“Ser TESSEX WAY 


E.H. HAMLEY & SON 


Tel: (0118) 9573894 Builders & Decovators 


Mob: 0774 392 9649 
Email: 


Property repairs a speciality 


14 Sheridan Avenue Caversham Reading RG4 7QD ESTABLISHED OVER 100 YEARS 

















Purveyors of High Quality Meats to the Retail and Catering Trade 
BBO and Spit Roast Spectalists 


Visit our new website 


www.carlwoodsbutchers.co.uk 





~ The finest Local Produce, at surprisingly affordable prices br 
“Free Local Delivery** 


Free Range Shoulder of Pork just £71.99  dkg of Chicken Fillet just £23,90 
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Anyone aiming to save money on energy bills can use the 
Citizens Advice price comparison tool to look for a cheaper 
deal, or contact their nearest Citizens Advice for help. 


Go to https://energycompare.citizensadvice.org.uk for instant access 

to the tool. You will be asked for your postcode and which prices you 
want to compare, and then after a few simple questions you will get an 
up-to-date price summary which will help you choose a better deal. 


Heating and lighting your home are basic necessities and Citizens 
Advice says energy companies aren't doing enough to inform 
customers about lower tariffs that could help them to make ends meet. 








For further information on subjects covered by Citizens 

Advice, visit www.citizensadvice.org.uk or telephone 03444 111 444 
or drop in to your nearest Citizens Advice. For locations and opening 
hours see www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale 





Here are some of mine, in no particular 
order. | bet you will all have yours, and 
they will be very different. 


1. Newspaper at breakfast 

Each morning I’m at home | put the 
coffee on, wander across to the One 
Stop to pick up the paper, and come 
back just as the coffee bubbles through. 
| drink, eat, read: the news (quickly), 

the weather forecast (slowly), the sport 
(very slowly). | never read newspapers 
online because | love the physical thing. 


COOK'S 


CHOCOLATE CHEESECAKE - serves 8 





2. Bath 

We are divided between bathists 

and showerists, and |am a bath 

man. The water must be exactly 

the right temperature and depth - a 
lukewarm bath is a domestic tragedy. 
Sometimes | listen to the Radio 4 news 
or Composer of the Week on Radio 
3, or The Archers - sometimes | just 
daydream. If my bath is satisfactory | 
am happy. 


3. TV 

You occasionally meet snobs who say 
“Oh | never watch television, how can 
you waste your time like that”. Idiots! 
Why would you deprive yourself of 
one of the chief pleasures in life? TV 
has never been better than it is now, 
and | speak as one who remembers 
The Woodentops and Rawhide back in 
the 60s. 





SMALL PLEASURES 


4. Drink 

I'd better not go on about the pleasure 
of booze for fear of setting a bad 
example. All | will say is that | don’t 
overdo it - you'll have to take my word 
for that - but a modest intake of an 
evening (say, one beer/one glass of wine 
or two glasses of wine) cheers a chap 
up no end. Pathetic, | know, but it’s 
best to be honest about these things. 













DOMESTIC ¥ INDUSTRIAL # COMMERCIAL 


Tel: 0118 9723010 
Email: NJCox.plastering@hotmail.com 


we s LANGLEY ARB LTD 
DS. ARBORICULTURE SERVICES 


=> ¢ol=1 gum lamO@re)aalaat-lceyt-|m-lalem Plojaal-\-jilommia-(-m-lelae(-1aV/ 


Tree Reductions & Thinning | Hedge & Shrub Trimming 
Arboriculture Consultations | Supply & Planting 


Telephone 0800 0385434 « Mobile 07775 959579 


Email: Enquiries@Langleyarb.com ° www, Langleyarb.com 
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FREE spot & stain remover with every clean I} 


Proud members of Sa 
Checkatrade.cor @®: 
Pr ny haep pat, ete Aiea 


wall and tuned 


= OXFORD AERIALS 





Or LENT) ala layss 


You can call us FREE on | Ss lire 


“call today for a free estimate” 


01491 651356 


Www wheelers-electrical.co.uk 
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Langley Arboriculture Ltd are an 
Environmentally, Friendly Company 
Specialising in Customer Service 
whilst Providing a Professional 
Approach to Modern Tree Surgery. 
All our Staff are Highly Skilled Tree 
experts who know and understand 
your Regional Habitat. 
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Where reputation matters 


APPROVED 
COSTAL Tie 





Poor Reception Solved Extra TV Points - 
Aerials Repaired & Supplied For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 
TVs - Hung on your Sky TV - | 


Also Foreign Language TV 





Common 
OL189 639113 








ALL MAKES SERVICING 


Caring for all your motoring needs ‘for over 50 years! 


CATT 
X 


WHILE YOU WAIT... 


Y BOSCH Diagnostics 

¥ Service & Repair 

VY Air Conditioning Service & Re-Gas 
V ATA Highly Qualified Technicians 
/Y Free Collection & Delivery 

Y Courtesy Cars Available 


Sonning Common Vauxhall 


0118 972 2021 


Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU 


CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE WINNER 


Service Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED 
www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


£10.00or- 


your next MoT on production of this voucher 


TEXTUREPLUS 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems 
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering 
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Roof & Guttering Maintenance 
Carpentry — Doors + Architraves + Skirting 


COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 
(Quality Comes As Standard) 

30 Years Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured 
Insurance Work Undertaken 


Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363 


Based in Sonning Common 


GIRL POWER 


Female Electrician 


Local - Honest — Reliable 
Please call Jess 


07870 507749 


for all your 
electrical needs 


THE FUNERAL PEOPLE 


PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 
FROM A FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS: 


LATER LIFE PRE-PLANNING, 


BESPOKE TRADITIONAL AND CONTEMPORARY FUNERALS, 
MONUMENTAL MASONS AND BEREAVEMENT CARE 


Www.abwalker.co.uk 
HENLEY 01491 4134364 
READING 0118 957 3650 


Funeral Plans & 


CAVERSHAM 0118 94/7/7007 





And that’s a great shame because, 
without a penny of government funding, 
Greenshoots and The Ways and Means 
Trust do remarkable work helping people 
with mental health issues, learning 
difficulties and physical disabilities - 

work which is greatly appreciated by the 
families. The rented site at Manor Farm in 
Rotherfield Peppard is a safe environment 
for these “trainees” where they are taught 
new skills and are given the opportunity 
to expand and develop both personally 
and socially. “We can always find 
something of value that our “trainees” can 
do. They call it their JOB and can earn up 
to £3 per day pocket money.” 


The Ways and Means Trust started 

in Reading in 1968 as a rehabilitation 
centre for people suffering from mental 
illness. It operated in Caversham as 

a packaging depot for over 45 years 

until it was forced to re-locate in 2014. 
Fortunately, it was able to take over an 
empty warehouse at Manor Farm and 

join with the horticultural side. The whole 
operation was moved over one weekend 
and all of the 60 trainees moved too - no 
mean achievement. Now the warehouse 
contains not only the packaging operation 
but a new canteen where trainees prepare 
lunches for trainees and staff whilst 


eS 


learning domestic skills; a sewing room 
where they make their own range of 
products for sale and a social club room 
where, one day a week, trainees “do crafty 
things” and learn computer skills. All 

this is achieved under the guidance of 11 
totally dedicated staff members (7 full 
time and 4 part time). 


Fund raising is a major issue. Costs 

are rising and the office needs a new 
roof. But this doesn’t stop plans for a 
new outdoor classroom specifically for 
wheelchair users. Currently, produce 

and plants from the gardens are sold at 
open days, they have a regular stall at the 
Women’s Institute Coffee Mornings and 
the Christmas Bazaar in the Village Hall 
where they sell plants and produce, jams 
and preserves and once a month between 
April and October they run the Tea Kiosk 
at Caversham Court. 


More volunteers will be more than 
welcome. Denise says “a regular 
commitment, however small, would be 
much appreciated”. There are plenty 

of areas where help is required with or 
without direct contact with the trainees. 
“We would particularly like some help 
with selling our increasing supply of 
good quality donated goods - perhaps 
someone could do it on-line or at home.” 


If you would like to help, please contact 
Denise Jones 01491 628933 or email: 
mail@waysandmeans.org.uk She would 
love to hear from you. 
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The society’s judged toured the village 
looking at 20 gardens on a fresh and 
sunny day 


The cup and certificates were presented 
at the Spring Show. 


° CHILTERN EDGE 








Church news 


TOOLS WITH A MISSION 


If you've ever wondered what practical 
assistance church and community can offer 
to developing countries, read on. Worn down? 
Not as sharp? Need a replacement part? 


lam not talking about a possible visit to our 
wonderful village Health Centre, but about 
hand tools and sewing machines! 


Did you know that there could be a use for 
those hand-tools that you no longer use or 


who make sure that everything is in working 
order, before sorting items into specific 
starter kits typically for dressmakers, 
plumbers, carpenters, and car mechanics. 


From Coventry, these kits are taken to 
TWAM's team in loswich where they 

are packed into shipping containers for 
transport to their destination. Last year over 
20 containers were shipped out - a huge 
amount, over 300 tons - including over 


~HAIRSTREAK BUTTERFLY 


butterfly somewhere to go if their host 
tree starts to die from the disease. 


Most British butterfly species are in long 
term decline, in both population and 
distribution. Butterfly Conservation are 
working hard to reverse that decline, and 
one of the priority species in our area is the 
White-letter Hairstreak. This species relies 
on mature elm trees, the sole food plant for 
its caterpillars, so when Dutch Elm disease 
struck the UK in the 1970's it was feared 
the butterfly might become extinct. Luckily 


While surveying for colonies of White- 
letter Hairstreak, | was pleased to find 
one on a Wych Elm next to Widmore 
Pond in Sonning Common. My next 
step after finding a colony is to try and 
get permission from the land owner to 
plant one of the resistant elm cultivars 
close by. | contacted Sonning Common 
Parish Council and | was put in touch 
with Stan Rust and the Parish Council’s 


“HELPING THE WHITE-LETTER 





the White-letter Hairstreak in other 
areas. Hopefully, in a few years’ time, 
you will be able to sit with a drink in the 
pub garden and be able to watch the 
White-letter Hairstreaks in the tree's 
canopy! 


A big thank you to the Parish Council 
and the Butchers Arms in helping to 
secure the future of this rare species. @© 


PETER CUSS 
Butterfly Conservation (Upper Thames Branch) 


2000 sewing machines! 
the sewing machine that is gathering dust 


in the loft? It is most likely that they can 

be reconditioned and made useful again to 
provide the means for someone, perhaps in 
Uganda or Kenya, to make a living. 


A number of you in the village already 

know that | have been involved with Tools 
With A Mission CTWAM), for many years 
now, as one of several hundred unpaid 
supporters nationwide who collect tools 
and sewing machines, knitting machines 
and haberdashery. In my case, | deliver them 
to volunteers, at a workshop in Coventry, 


Charity no 1104903) @ 


DAVID CUNNINGHAM 


SONNING COMMON FREE GHURGH 


After 2 years working with us here in Sonning Common, Martin & 
Samantha Seccombe and family will be moving back to Japan at the 
beginning of July. 


Martin says: ‘We were living in Japan, working with OME International, 
for 8 years before we came to Sonning Common in 2015, and 
expected that before long we would need to go back to continue our 
life and work there. However we’ve grown to love living in Sonning 
Common and have an increasing number of friends who we will 
sorely miss. We’ve enjoyed working with the church and have been 
delighted to see a number of regular activities like praying that the 
church continues to build bridges into the community and sees local 
people drawn into closer relationship with God.’ 


The church will continue with all of its regular activities after Martin 
& Samantha leave and looks forward to welcoming 

new church workers to the team 

in the near future. @ 


Services in June and 
July: Every Sunday at 
4.30pm - all welcome. 





There is always room for more and if you 
have any items you wish to donate, please 
get in touch with me, David Cunningham 
on 0118 972 1303. Please leave a message 
on the answer-phone, if necessary, and | will 
contact you to arrange collection. 


If you would like further information about 
the work done by TWAM, please look at 
their website www.twam.uk CTools With A 
Mission, dating from 1984, is a Registered 


THREE SUCGESSFUL LENT LUNCHES 


If you came to any of the bread and soup lunches at 
Christ the King Hall during Lent, you will know that they 
were very popular with as many as 50 people attending 
at one of them. We invited speakers from three different 
charities to talk about their work and donations were 
given by those who came and enjoyed lunch and a good 
chat. A magnificent £1,043 was raised overall! 


FIRST 
Yeldall Manor Alcohol and Drug Rehab Centre, Wargrave £256 


SECOND 
Helen and Douglas House Children's Hospice, Oxford £517 


THIRD 
Oxfam’s work in Syria £270. 


Many thanks for your 
support if you were 
able to be there, if not 
we hope to see you 
for lunch next year 
during Lent! ©@ 


SUE NICKSON 








it has managed to hang on, although the 
population has dropped by an estimated 
96% since the 1970's. 


Butterfly Conservation (Upper Thames 
Branch) is trying to help the White- 
letter Hairstreak to recover in two ways. 
Firstly, in better mapping of the current 
population by searching for colonies on 
surviving elms and secondly, by planting 
new strains of elm that are highly 
resistant to Dutch Elm disease close to 
these remaining colonies. This gives the 


SONNING COMMON GREEN GYM 


Do you feel the need to get fitter but 
don’t fancy joining a gym, then the Green 
Gym could be the answer! As well as 
improving your health you will be 
improving the environment around us. 


We meet every Thursday and Saturday 
throughout the year from 0930 until 
1230 with a break for coffee and cake 
halfway through. There is no charge 

to attend and no commitment, just 

turn up when you want to. All tools 

and equipment are provided and 

safety information and instructions are 
provided by the leaders. During June we 
expect to be visiting Withymead Nature 
Reserve Goring, Aston Rowant Reserve, 
Hurst water meadow Dorchester, Ewelme 
watercress beds and Abingdon amongst 
other sites. Our tasks may include 






















tree planting team, and they have been 
fantastic! Not only was Stan and the 
team enthusiastic about the project, 
but they managed, with the help of 
Councillor Dirk Jones and the landlord, 
Rob Blue, to get permission from 
Brakspear to plant an elm at the edge 
of the garden at the Butchers Arms Pub, 
which overlooks the pond. The tree was 
purchased by the Parish Council, and 
planted just before Christmas. 


The new elm is a variety called ‘Sapporo 
Autumn Gold’, which is already hosting 


scrub clearance, fencing, and path 
maintenance. 


For more information and up to date 
programme see our website 
www.sonningcommon.tcv.org.uk or 
ohone our secretary on 0118 972 3528. 


It is always good to welcome new 
people, even if you think you are fit, just 
to keep our countryside looking good. 
You may learn new skills, meet a great 
crowd of people and do something really 
worthwhile. 


It would be good to see you. ® 


BRIAN GARDENER 








DIARY DATES 


JUNE 


Thursday 1 
Short story competition 
opens 


Thursday 1 

09:00 - 12.30 

Green gym - every Thursday 
& Saturday 


Wednesday 7 

10:30 - 12:00 

Village Coffee Morning 
hosted by Sonning Common 
Women’s Institute. Open 

to all. 

Village Hall 


Monday 12 
14:50 

FISH - Tea party. 
Village Hall 


Thursday 15 
11:30 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Thursday 15 
19:30 
Sonning Common Women's 


Institute - "My grandmother's 


legacy”, talk by Jenny Mallin. 
Village Hall 


Saturday 17 

12:00 - 15:00 

Sonning Common Primary 
school fair 


Monday 19 

20;00 

Sonning Common Parish 
Council. 

Village Hall 


Monday 19 
2015 

Magazine AGM. 
FISH offices 


Thursday 22 

09:00 

FISH - Henley Farmers’ 
Market 


The FISH Volunteer Centre runs regular door-to-door shopping trips to Tesco in Henley every Monday morning and to Henley Waitrose, 


JULY 


Saturday 8 
19:00 


South Chiltern Choral Society 


Summer concert. 
Queen Anne's School 


Monday 10 
14:50 

FISH - Tea party. 
Village Hall 


Monday 17 

20:00 

Sonning Common Parish 
Council. 

Village Hall 


Wednesday 19 

10:30 - 12:00 

Village Coffee Morning 
hosted by Sonning Common 
Women’s Institute. Open 

to all. 

Village Hall 


Thursday 20 
11:30 
FISH - Pub lunch 


Saturday 22 
Johnson Matthey open day 


Monday 24 

08:30 - 15:30 

Summer holiday club starts. 
Chiltern Edge School 


Thursday 27 

09:00 

FISH - Henley Farmers’ 
Market 


ADVERTISERS 0) 


A B Walker & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 


Adams Cars 9 
AMAXS Plumbing 14 
Heating Electrical 

Barrs Insurance Back 
Services 

Barn Store 22 
(Secure Self Store) 

Beacon Flooring 8 
Beville Estate Agents 2 
Bondright Roofing Back 
Services 

Bonner Locksmiths 12 
Brambles Floral Service 9 


Bridges Estate Agents 15 
Carl Woods Butchers Ltd 26 
Carpet Fitter 2 
Caversham Aerial Services 2 
Chiltern Beauty 12 
Compass Water Softeners 12 
Computer Repairs 22 
Curtains, Blinds, Pelmets, 14 
Davis Tate Estate Agency 8 


EH Hamley & Son 26 
(Builders & Decorators) 


Elements Kitchen Design 2 


Family Hairdressing 12 
Functional Physio Back 
Girl Power (Electrician) 30 
Graham Blake Soft 14 
Furnishings 

Heights Tree Care 14 
Henley Antiques 9 


Henley Glazing & Window 35 
Centre Ltd 


Influential Computers 26 
Kennylands Gymnastics 14 
Kidbys Sheds 9 
Kidmore End Pre-School 22 
Langley Arb (Tree Surgery) 29 


Laurence Hansen 22 
(House & Property Services) 
Mike Farina Auto Back 


Services Ltd 


Henley Farmers Market, Morrisons in Reading and Reading Town Centre every month. 
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REUTURY 


Milo Technical Support 35 
(Computers) 


Mike Dockree Windows 26 
Mobile Beauty Treatments 26 


Moores Painting, 8 
Decorating & more 


Nathan Cox Plastering 29 


Paul’s Painting, 26 
Decorating and more 


Peppard Building Supplies 8 


Pet Country Supplies 22 
Property Maintenance 22 
Red Kite Electrical 9 
Robin James Opticians 9 
S J Hinton Carpenter 35 
& Joiner 


Sonning Common Beauty 35 


Sonning Common Garage 30 


Sonning Common 12 
Pet Care 

Sonning Common 2 
Pre-School 

Spruce Property 14 
Maintenance Service 

Studio One (Pilates, 8 
Matwork & Yoga) 

T C Fuller Plumbing 35 
& Heating 

Tandoori Connoisseur 35 
Tereena Hartin Back 


Personal Trainer 


TexturePlus (Interior 30 
& Exterior Decorating) 


The Little Web Company = _21 


Time 4 Pilates 9 
Tomalin and Son Back 
Funeral Directors 

TV Aerial Services 29 
Undeniably Podiatry 12 
Wee-Cot Seating 26 
Wood Lane Dentistry 2 
Wheelers Electrical 29 
Contractors 

Zero Dry Time 29 


(Dry Carpet Cleaning) 


The programme of shopping and leisure trips for each month is published and distributed on 20th of the preceding month and 
bookings are taken from that date. Copies of the programme are available the FISH Volunteer Centre, Sonning Common Library, the 
Christian Community Action shop, Pet Country Supplies and on request from Carson’s Chemist. The monthly programme of trips is 
posted on noticeboards in both Peppard and Sonning Common. 


Details of all minibus trips can also be found on the FISH website www.fishvolunteercentre.co.uk 
For more information and to book any trip call 0118 972 3986 any weekday between 09.30 and 11.30 a.m. @ 


Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common. 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


HENLEY GLAZING AND 
WINDOW CENTRE LTD 
01491 629901 


Glass Supply, Glazing Service, Mirrors, Shelves, Table 
Tops, sealed Units, Lead Lights, Locks, Secondary 
Glazing, Shower Screens 


Suppliers & Installers of: UPVC, Aluminium & Timber 
Windows, Doors & Conservatories, Facias , Sofits & 
Guttering 


Registered Company 


12, Manor Farm, Peppard Common, Henley on Thames RG9 5LA 
Fax: 01491 629904 = Email: andy@henleyglazingwindow.co.uk 


Advertise in the 
sonningcommon magazine 


> 


Delivered to 1,900 addresses 


Prices from just £29 per issue 
for an advert this size 


Perfect for local businesses 
elalemeaclersxiaalsie 


Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381 
or email advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org 


T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation «Maintenance «Service « Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 
adaptations, power flush. 

Hot water cylinder replacement. 

All plumbing work undertaken. 
Bath/Shower rooms, watér softeners-salt supplied. 


eNO Call out charge «Free-estimates «Fully insured 


Tel: 0118 9724097 
Mob: 07800 914.880 


225032 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OW CCH CG 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 


Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 


12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059 
AWA AXelalaliay-xexe)aalaare)alY=r-lela eo nbl4 


* MANICURE * PEDICURE * ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
*WAXING * LASHAND BROW TREATMENTS 
° SPRAY TANNING * MAKE-UP * MASSAGE 
¢* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 


Gift Vouchers Available 
Some reduced price treatments available each 


| 34 | or 07887 653866 


Cr 


week please ring to check availablity 





) Functional Sonning Common Health Centre 


Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 


AS Physio Reading, RG4 9SW 


‘A & Pilates 








) Back & Neck pain ) Shoulder Injuries 

» Muscle / Joint Strains ) Post-Operative Rehabilitation 

) Ligament Sprain » Pre / Post Natal Exercise Autoservices Ltd. 
y 


» Sports Injuries » Respiratory Conditions Tel: 01189 724036 
) Whiplash Injuries ) Lower Limb & Foot Problems 

» Appointments available every day Jo Pereira MCSP C a Pp D4 

-») Pilates classes throughout the week Catherine Matthews MCSP eee O mM p et I t ive f [ C e S 


Chartered Physiotherapists 


T: 01189 722 745 











XP% 


Wi 


~\ 


4 
7 


a“ 


@functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk ewe E xCcCe e n t S e rvi C e 


unctional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 
ealth Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
ance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 


Servicing and Repairs on any make 


Tyres @ Batteries ¢ Exhausts 


MOT @ Car Sales 


Mike Farina Auto Services Ltd, 


21 Sedgewell Road, Sonning Common, 
Reading, RG4 9TA 


SARTO Hartin Your Long Established Local Garage 





PERSONAL TRAINER 


exe) a lave) a aat-lalelame) al el-1as1e) als] Maal iallale me iiksssia\aromol ale, Q 1 1 3: Q/ 2 403 6 


nutrition advice, please contact Tereena: 


/ MOV ALOVAVALTCYAl@) 





Fi Find us on: 
| Demual¢et-lat-Mateladlal@ Zl alelenerone] B : facebook. 


HKeaavelilakcanela 
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Cartes 
nse! ae 
£40 John Lewis voucher or 
£40 donation to Sue Ryder Care 


with each pre-paid funeral plan taken out on production of this advert 


Tel: (01491) 573370 


www.tomalins.co.uk tomalin@btconnect.com 


Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames, RG9 1AG 


Fed Up With Call Centres y Kollam Mole] mivoleyi late M&e) ie] oral ans 


Barrs Insurance 


Mark & Helen Richards 
Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 


Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 
¢ House & Contents * Business « Liabilities 


ROOFING PROBLEMS? 


¢Flat roofs — all types ¢Dormer & Velux windows 
of long term systems ¢Upve sofits & fascias 
¢Slate/tile work Insurance backed 


Travel * Landlords + Professional Indemnity *Chimneystack works guarantees 
Horse * Shops « Sickness / Accident Re-roofs ¢Free quotations 


Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 


Lead works *CHAS Registered “Pac 


If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help . 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome pene pals SulN y= 


0118 924 2603 Bondright Roofing Services 


mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www .barrs-insurance.co.uk 


Freephone: 0800 1692361 or Henley 01491 579659 


Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT www.bondrightroofing.co.uk admin@bondrightroofing.co.uk 


Authorised and Regulated by FCA 





Mercurial Systems Ltd. 


